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[57] ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a new process for preparing
active esters or carboyxlic acids, which consists in re-
acting a carboxylic acid, in the presence of an agent for
binding hydrohalic acid, with a carbonate of formula:

R‘—O—ﬁ—O—(I:H—RZ
v o] D

in which R! denotes either a radical of formula

R3
-—N
R4

in which

R3 and R4, which may be identical or different, are not
hydrogen atoms and denote organic radicals which
may be substituted or unsubstituted and saturated or
unsaturated, and may or may not be bound to a poly-
mer, and which can be joined together to form a
hetero-cyclic system with the nitrogen, atom,

or a substituted or unsubstituted aryl radical which may
or may not be bound to a polymer,

R2 denotes a hydrogen atom, an aliphatic or cycloali-
phatic radical which may be substituted or unsubsti-
tuted and saturated or unsaturated, or a substituted or
unsubstituted aromatic radical,

and X denotes a halogen atom.

This process is especially useful for the synthesis of
active esters of N-protected amino acids. The invention
also relates to the new carbonates described above and
the method of producing them, which consists in react-
ing an alpha-halogenated chloroformate of formuia:

R2—CHX—0—~COCl

with an alcohol of formula RIOH in an inert solvent
medium in the presence of an organic or inorganic base.
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